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corruption, because foreign assistance is not an
end in itself. The purpose of aid must be to cre-
ate the conditions where it’s no longer needed,
where we help build the capacity for transfor-
mational change in a society.

We’re pursuing a comprehensive global
health strategy, building on successes in the
fight against HIV/AIDS and working to end
deaths from malaria and TB and to end polio.
But these efforts will only be sustained if we im-
prove the capacity of public health systems to
deliver care, especially for mothers and chil-
dren.

We’re making major new investments in food
security. But this can’t simply be handouts of
American food. We need to share new methods
and technologies so that countries and commu-
nities can become more self-sufficient.

In short, we’re renewing development as a
key element of American foreign policy, not by
lecturing or imposing our ideas, but by listening
and working together; by seeking more ex-
changes between students and experts; new col-
laborations among scientists to promote techno-
logical development; partnerships between
businesses, entrepreneurs to advance prosperity
and opportunity for people everywhere. That’s
how we’ll confront the challenges of our time.
This is how we will seize the promise of this mo-

ment in history: standing together, working to-
gether, and building together.

It’s the spirit I’ve seen in my travels around
the world—in elected leaders and entrepre-
neurs, the heroic civil society groups, in the stu-
dents from Ankara to Cairo, from South Bend
to Strasbourg—the optimism and the faith and
the confidence that we each can make a differ-
ence.

And that’s the spirit that I see here tonight,
the spirit that says we can rise above the barri-
ers that too often divide us—country and cul-
ture, color and creed, race and religion and re-
gion—that we can come together, and that we
can leave this world even better, even more
hopeful than we found it.

So to all of you, thank you for your vision, for
your engagement, for your stick-to-it-ness. As
hard as it may be to sustain during these diffi-
cult times, your commitments have never been
more needed, they have never been more in-
spired. And I am grateful to President Clinton
for having the vision and leadership to help cat-
alyze this extraordinary collection of individuals
and the commitments you make that are mak-
ing such a difference all around the world.

Thank you very much, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. at the
Sheraton Hotel. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Yukio Hatoyama of Japan
in New York City
September 23, 2009

President Obama. Good morning. Well, let
me just make a very brief statement.

I want to welcome the new Prime Minister of
Japan, Prime Minister Hatoyama. I want to
congratulate him for running an extraordinary
campaign and his party leading dramatic change
in Japan. We’ve had a very good preliminary
discussion about the critical importance of the
U.S.-Japanese alliance. It has been a corner-
stone of the security of both nations as well as
the economic prosperity of both nations for al-
most 50 years now.

And we pledged that we wanted to strength-
en and deepen that relationship. As the world’s
two largest economies, we recognize the impor-

tance of coordinating closely to continue to
move beyond the current economic crisis and to
focus our attention on how our economies are
actually providing opportunity for ordinary citi-
zens. And we also pledged to coordinate very
closely together on a range of international
threats: everything from nuclear proliferation,
the situation in North Korea, how we can help
to stabilize Afghanistan and Pakistan, and how
we address transnational issues like climate
change.

So I’ve been very impressed with the knowl-
edge and determination of Prime Minister
Hatoyama. I know how it feels to have just been
elected and form a Government and suddenly
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you have to appear at a range of international
summits; I went through this 9 months ago.
But I’m very confident that not only will the
Prime Minister succeed in his efforts and his
campaign commitments, but that this will give
us an opportunity to strengthen and renew a
U.S.-Japan alliance that will be as strong in the
21st century as it was in the latter half of the
20th century.

Prime Minister Hatoyama. Well, President
Obama has talked all thing—everything about
our meeting, so I have nothing to add to what
Mr. President has said. But I told during the
meeting to Mr. President that I came across
the Pacific Ocean to express my gratitude for
President Obama and the American people for
the American people to exert courage to select
President Obama. And that sentiment came
across the Pacific Ocean to Japan, which
brought about the change of government in
Japan. And I expressed my gratitude for the
change and that the American people
have—[inaudible]—to the Japanese people.

And I told President Obama that the Japan-
U.S. alliance will continue to be the central
pillar—key pillar of the security of Japan and
Japanese foreign policy. And I expressed my
ideas of our contributions to the issue of Af-

ghanistan and Pakistan, and my ideas on the is-
sue of North Korea. And we will proceed in
dealing with these issues in a cooperative man-
ner.

And on other global issues, like global envi-
ronment and nuclear nonproliferation and dis-
armament, I highly approve of President
Obama’s leadership in courageously—[inaudi-
ble]—nuclear nonproliferation and disarma-
ment. As the only country that suffered nucle-
ar attacks, we will work together with the Unit-
ed States toward a world without nuclear
weapons. And on the issue of climate change I
made a speech yesterday, and on this issue,
too, we would like to work closely together
with the United States. And I confirmed these
ideas with President Obama.

President Obama. Thank you so much. Wel-
come to the United States——

Prime Minister Hatoyama. [Inaudible]
President Obama. ——and I look forward

to visiting with you again.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the
Waldorf Astoria Hotel. Prime Minister
Hatoyama spoke in Japanese, and his remarks
were translated by an interpreter.

Remarks to the United Nations General Assembly in New York City
September 23, 2009 

Good morning. Mr. President, Mr. Secre-
tary-General, fellow delegates, ladies and gen-
tlemen: It is my honor to address you for the
first time as the 44th President of the United
States. I come before you humbled by the re-
sponsibility that the American people have
placed upon me, mindful of the enormous
challenges of our moment in history, and de-
termined to act boldly and collectively on be-
half of justice and prosperity at home and
abroad. 

I have been in office for just 9 months,
though some days it seems a lot longer. I am
well aware of the expectations that accompany
my Presidency around the world. And these
expectations are not about me. Rather, they
are rooted, I believe, in a discontent with a sta-
tus quo that has allowed us to be increasingly

defined by our differences and outpaced by
our problems. But they are also rooted in
hope, the hope that real change is possible and
the hope that America will be a leader in
bringing about such change.

I took office at a time when many around
the world had come to view America with
skepticism and distrust. Now, part of this was
due to misperceptions and misinformation
about my country. Part of this was due to op-
position to specific policies and a belief that on
certain critical issues, America had acted uni-
laterally, without regard for the interests of
others. And this has fed an almost reflexive an-
ti-Americanism, which too often has served as
an excuse for collective inaction.

Now, like all of you, my responsibility is to
act in the interests of my Nation and my
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